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Jor commendation, but in art it has its uses. -
*Inthe art of Neil Welliver, whosé early figu:
rative paintings are the subject of an exhibi-
tion at the Alexandre Gallery, arrogance is, |,
if not thé work s defining characteristic, then -
 the engine that powers it. His pamtmgs of
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y gffi-1: doubt Mr Wei!iver has
much patience for theories that postulite
= dmeoppmsswenessnf “the malé gaze:"But
= fi«T'like how his pictures playnto that nos-

< mun,oonﬁmﬁﬂgxtﬁom theoumdem.and

ty; Bt just td- pi'obably N pamty
more—with the cool self -possession Mr"| They’re just very great ones. Andif theht-
Welliver’s subjects exude. These'women | tle voice in the back ofmy ‘head telis me 1
know their own minds, are-confident in | * oveitate them; I'itnot Fomg to listen toiit.
their sensuality, and aren’t about to put up: .- Neither shouldyou Neil- Welliver: Early -
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