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Art: Vincent Smith’s Expressive Style

By JOHN CANADAY
In addition to the usual
ifficulties that beset all art-
its, black artists have bean
ubjected for several years
ow to a form of Uncle
omism that may be uncon-
tiously practiced by art
ritics and collectors but is
1st as degrading as if it
rere a matter of policy.
lack artists have too often
een thought of as blacks
rst and artists second,
lembers of a special group
ot required to meet the
:chnical standards that ap-
ly elsewhere, It amounts to
kind of plantation estheti-
Ism that must be extremely

mbarrassing to those black

rtists who recognize that
> grant such a handicap is

ssentially condescending
nd to accept it, humiliating.
A black artis whose

lackness is the spiritual
rellspring of his art is not
good artist simply for that
sason. Like any cther kind
f artist, he has to be able
) say whatever he has to
ty in terms that demand no
ancessions. Vincent Smith,
those one-man exhibition at
1e Larcada Gallery, 23 East
7th Street, has been extend-
1 through April 28,issucha
ainter, and his exhibition
a8 the further effect of sug-
esting that there may be, at
ist, such a thing zs a black
liom, a school of black
tinting whose members
1are points of view and a
ichnical vocabulary . that
entify them with one an-
ther without holding any in-
widual to a group formula.
In his combinztions of
linting and collsge, with
seral use of dress fabrics,
. Smith's manner is closely
lied to that of Romare

Bearden, although the con-
nection is less appareat in
Mr, Bearden's current wildly
successful exhibition at Cor-
dier & Ekstrom than it has
been in the past. Mr. Smith
also shares, in one painting
or another, some of-the gen-
tleness of Jacob Lawrence
and the aggressive indigna-
tion of Benny Andrews. If
these four artists— Smith,
Bearden, Lawrence, and An-
drews—held a group exhibi-
tion, both their unity and
their individuality would he
as apparent as their tlack-
ness would be triumphant.

There are other names that
could stand up in this com-
pany, but at the moment I
might be tempted to put Mr.
Smith at the top of the list.
Heisnotas polished or asas-
sured an artist as Mr, Bear-
den, but the very fact that
his art is still in a state of
growth and flux is part of its
expressive power.
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